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Lichfield DC and Panna Football 

Panna is a new form of street football that originates 
from Holland.  Panna is the Surinamese/Dutch slang for 
playing the ball through the legs of your opponents. 
Unlike football games, Panna is all about individual 
technique and skill.  

The game involves playing one on one in an inflatable 
football pitch or cage played to music, indoor or outdoor. 
The games last for 3 minutes and the game is over if you 
“nutmeg” your opponent or you score the most goals after 
the 3 minutes. You don't have to be a footballer to play the 
game, just enjoy football!  

The project is part of the Positive Futures initiative that is 
trying to engage 10-19 year olds living or attending school in 
the Burntwood area.  The project works with those that 
require help and support in promoting a healthier lifestyle. A 
key objective of the scheme is to carry out work around 
drugs education and substance misuse. Trying out new 
activities is a way of engaging individuals as well as giving 
them an opportunity in the community. 

Burntwood Youth Centre host PANNA every Tuesday, 5pm 
- 7pm.  It's only £1 entry and targeted at 11-16 year olds. 
Positive Futures will be running two Panna tournaments on 
Tuesday 7th April one for  11-13’s and the other for 14-16’s.  
There will be Cheerleading and Dj-ing taster sessions with 
lots of prizes to be won. 

Need more information? Call Jenni, our Positive Futures 
Officer email on jenni.goode@lichfielddc.gov.uk 
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Futsal is an exciting 5-a-side game that Staffordsh ire FA are looking to use to engage new 
footballers and teams. 

 
Ever wondered how some of the world's most skilful players developed their ability to beat 

opponents at will? 
How do players like Kaka and Messi develop skills t o set them apart from other players?  

If you are interested then you need to learn more a bout a game called FUTSAL.  
 

Keele University, Staffs University and Goals Socce r Centre , in partnership with the 
Staffordshire FA , have expressed interest in holding Futsal exhibition matchs’ for any teams or 

individuals who would like to find out more about this indoor small-sided game. Dependant on the 
interest gained from these events, we will look to host Futsal fixtures in the sportshall at the centres’, 

with the aim of developing a Futsal League with the winners feeding into The FA’s Regional and 
National Futsal tournaments. 

For further information on these event’s, or any other questions you may have regarding Futsal, 
please contact Gareth Thomas on 01785 256994 or at gareth.thomas@staffordshirefa.com or Matt 

Hancock on 07816 536450 or at matt.hancock@staffordshirefa.com  
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STAFFORDSHIRE FA CONTACTS : 
 
County Development Manager : Andy Weston – andy.weston@staffordshirefa.com 
 
Football Development Officer (Equity & Inclusion) : Matt Hancock - matt.hancock@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Football Development Officer : Gareth Thomas - gareth.thomas@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Girl’s & Women’s Football Development Officer : Kevin Staples - kevin.staples@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Disability Coach : Jamie Leaning - jamie.leaning@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Girl’s and Women’s Coach : Linzi Hewitt - linzi.hewitt@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Coach Education : Jule Reynolds - jule.reynolds@staffordshirefa.com   
 
Referee Development Officer : Peter Heafield – peter.heafield@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Telephone : 01785 256994 or visit www.staffordshirefa.com   
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Stafford Town FC is also just coming to the end of their Girls Coaching in middle and high schools 
where they worked with Stafford Borough Council, Stafford and Stone School Sports Partnership and 
Sports Unlimited with funding from Staffordshire FA. The club targeted girls in Stafford and Stone to get 
into football. Coaches went into 5 schools and coached over 70 girls over the last school term. 
�

 

 

 Staffordshire FA and Stoke City FC held their annual Ability Counts Awareness Campaign from Monday 16th March 
through to Wednesday 25th March.  

Over 100 children with disabilities and impairments from Special Schools in the County attended and supported the 
campaign. Each school were invited to receive a free coaching session from Staffordshire FA’s Disability Coach in the Stoke 
City Academy Dome and then were given an access all areas tour of The Britannia Stadium.  

On the 19th March the County hosted its 1st ever Powerchair / Wheelchair football taster session in conjunction with Able 2 
United from Burton, a club that play in the Staffordshire Ability Counts League.  

The week’s main event was the Premier League fixture between Stoke City and Middlesbrough. On the Scoreboard before the 
game the crowd were treated to Aynsley School using BSL to sign the words to the famous terrace anthem ‘Delilah’ before 
being presented with their winner’s trophies from the Staffordshire FA’s Special Schools Tournament. The presentation was 
made by England Blind footballer and GB Paralympian Lee Greatbatch.  

Half time of the day’s main event saw Stoke City Ability Counts FC entertain Middlesbrough Soccability FC in a well 
contested exhibition match that ended 1-1. 

Jamie Leaning, Staffordshire FA’s Disability Coach said “The campaign is devoted to giving people an insight into disability 
football opportunities within the county and also what Stoke City as a club can offer. Many students with disabilities are 
sceptical about getting into sport. Some may be in classes or in a mainstream school that is not able to offer support for their 
personal needs so may miss out so this event is perfect to highlight the available opportunities.” 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


