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Congratulations on being a qualified Referee. You 

now want to pass through the promotion stages and 

embark on a career to enable you to reach the 

heights of football. Many have done this before you. 

The one thing that unites all of these is that they all 

joined The Referees‟ Association. 

You have a lot to learn and experience to go all the 

way to the top. Match control, positioning, decision 

making, firmness and tolerance and a firm  

knowledge of the Laws of the Game. All of these 

things and more can be learned by attending your 

local branch of the RA. 

This is where you can get advice, encouragement, 

guidance and support from experienced members 

who have „ been there and done it before‟. You will 

meet senior referees‟ who will be only too pleased to 

pass on to you advice and help. But most of all their 

friendship. 

There are monthly meetings where members  

continue their training, meet, socialize and learn 

from guest speakers. There is a wealth of knowledge 

to be  

 

found at an RA meeting and you will be able to tap 

into that knowledge. 

The cost of joining The RA is usually the equivalent 

of one match fee, sometimes less. 

I want to finish by quoting what two of our top  

officials have to say about the benefits of joining 

The Referees‟ Association: 

Howard Webb  „ I totally recommend that anyone 

who starts refereeing should join the RA as it is so 

important and I cannot see anyone getting far     

without the support of the Referees‟ Association – it 

is such an important part of a referees‟ develop-

ment‟. 

Mike Riley   „When the bad times have happened 

it‟s the support of my colleagues that made me go 

out for the next game; equally when the good times 

happen it‟s the buzz when you are telephoned to say 

„well done‟ that‟s the spirit of being a member. I can 

honestly say I would not be where I am today if it 

was not for the Referees‟ Association. 

Don‟t delay, contact your local RA. Details are in 

the Staff‟s FA handbook. 

Attention Newly Qualified Referees 

Welcome to the second edition of the           

Staffordshire Football Associations‟ Referees 

Newsletter.  

Inside you will find the latest refereeing news, 

upcoming events and advice. 

If you have any articles you would like         

published please send them to Julie Wilshire in 

the office. 

 

Regards 

 

Peter 

Issue Two... 

 
Alan Owen. Chairman. Staffordshire Refereesô Association 

Utilising the captains 



   

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
An important duty that you as referees or assessors is to advise 

of dates when you are NOT available to receive appointments. 

Failure to do this causes me and the team in the office a        

considerable amount of additional work, when we appoint you 

to games only to find you are not available. Also, the same    

applies to your leagues. 

So if you know that you have to work or are going on holiday, 

please let us know. 

Please take time to read the articles on misconduct and           

misconduct report writing. There are some very good reminders 

of “good practice.” For those referees who use email. Please 

make sure they are sent to discipline@staffordshirefa.com. 

A vast number of our match officials comply with the              

acknowledgement process, either by traditional mail by returning 

the card, or emailing myself or Laura, or even by telephone. 

If you do not respond we are unaware if you have received the 

appointment or not. 

Failure to acknowledge fixtures may lead to you being removed 

from the appointment. 

The annual FAMOA training evening 

is planned for the 8th February/March 

2010 at GEC St Leonards Social 

Club, ST17 4LX starting at 7.30pm. 

It is hoped that we will have a 

PMOGL member as our guest for the 

event. 

Places are limited and will be taken 

ton a first come – first served basis. 

This will be the fourth event we have 

organised, the previous events have 

been well attended and have provided 

assistance and information to         

everyone. 

To reserve a place, please contact 

Julie Wilshire or myself in the office. 

Letters have been sent to referees who 

are Level 7 to 5 regarding promotion 

for the coming season. Promotion is 

available to referees who are 16 and 

over and will have been refereeing for 

a year. The application form is also 

available on the web site which can 

be downloaded and returned to either 

Julie Wilshire or myself. The closing 

date is 1st March 2010. 

Following your work on the field and submitting misconduct 

forms to the Football Association as necessary. If you are then 

subsequently requested to attend a hearing then as part of your 

duties as a referee you are obliged to do so. Once summoned to a 

hearing, you must confirm your attendance and close any dates 

with leagues. Only exceptional circumstances are allowed for 

non- appearance. 

When in attendance at Staffs FA, there is normally a colleague to 

meet you and show you to the Referees Waiting Room. As the 

FA representatives on the game, your attendance at the hearing is 

to support your report. Your failure to attend could result in the 

case being not being proven. If you have any queries or concerns 

about attending, then please call me in the office or talk to one of 

your senior colleagues. 

This years‟ Annual Golf Match will 

take place at the same venue, The 

Shropshire Golf Course, Telford on 

Sunday 12th September 2010. If you 

are interested in playing, please     

contact Paul Hussey (Players from the 

North) or Peter Heafield for the       

remainder of the county. The North 

have managed to win the trophy each 

year we have played so far, but it cant 

continue, can it. 

It‟s a most relaxing and enjoyable 

day, please come along. Prices are the 

same as last year. 

Referees and assistants who have been appointed to County Cup 

Appointments may well have received emails from The FA I.T 

department seeking feedback on the games to which they were 

involved. This information is being collated and will be          

published in due course. 

RA/FAMOA Magazine 

Respect Monitoring 

Discipline Hearings 

FAMOA EVENING 

PROMOTION 

ANNUAL GOLF COMPETITION 

Match Appointments 

Closed Dates 

mailto:discipline@staffordshirefa.com


   

 

Ties and Badges 

We now have supplies of the match officials‟ 

County Ties and Ladies Cravat (See Photo) These 

are £10 each and can be purchased by sending a 

cheque to Staffs FA for the attention of    Julie 

Wilshire or by phoning the office and paying by 

credit/debit card. 

When is the only time a player who deliber-

ately leaves the field of play and returns, 

is not cautioned? Email your answers to 

me and the first correct one will receive a 

prize.  

County RA Results 
The county RA 5 a side competition took place on 10th January at Holden Lane. The Results from the day are below 

and congratulations go to Cannock RA who were not only undefeated, but only conceded one goal. 

 

Teams 

NSRC 1,2 & 3 Cannock & Uttoxeter 
 

 

3.00pm NSRC A      0v3  Cannock 

3.12pm NSRC B      0v1 NSRC C 

3.24pm Uttoxeter   1v4 Cannock 

3.36pm NSRC A      0v0 NSRC B 

3.48pm NSCR C      3v2 Uttoxeter 

4.00pm NSRC A      0v2 NSRC C 

4.12pm NSRC B      0v1 Cannock 

4.24pm NSRC A      0v1 Uttoxeter 

4.36pm NSRC C     0v1 Cannock 

4.48pm NSRC B      1v1 Uttoxeter 

 

NEWS 

QUIZ QUESTION 

It is with great sadness that since the previous      

newsletter, we have lost two of our refereeing         

colleagues. 

Phil Smith from Stoke on Trent and Gary Tonks from 

Cannock. They will be sadly missed as both were    

stalwarts of Refereeing in Staffordshire. 

Teams W D L F A GD GS Point

s 

Cannock 4 0 0 9 1 +8 9 12 

NSRC C 2 1 1 4 3 +1 4 7 

Uttoxeter 1 1 2 5 8 -3 5 4 

NSRC B 0 2 2 1 3 -2 1 2 

NSRC A 0 2 0 0 4 -4 0 2 

Men in Predominantly Black 

The FA Council on November 11th approved 

the Referees‟ Committee‟s proposed rule 

change which will allow referees to wear   

predominantly black shirts with a „black or 

white collar‟ as from 1st July 2010. 

It is very important that refereed who          

purchase black collared shirts should be fully 

aware that they must not be worn before 1st 

July 2010. 

Gary Tonks Phil Smith 

Above: The new county tie and badge which are available to order 

now. 



   

 

Contacts 

 

Peter Heafield 

Tel: 01785 256994 (Option 1, Option 2) 

Email: Peter.heafield@staffordshirefa.com 

 

Julie Wilshire  

Tel: 01785 256994 (Option 1, Option 4) 

Email: Julie.wilshire@staffordshirefa.com 

Staffordshire Football Association 

Dyson Court 

Staffordshire Technology Park 

Beaconside 

Stafford 

ST18 0LQ 

It just goes to show that football is not always 

about kicking a ball about. 

One of our senior referees, Chris Jackson          

arranged a charity football tournament between 

sides in the Coors Sunday Football League which 

raised £2500 for the Whitfield Wildlife Reserve 

in Stoke on Trent. 

Chris‟ wife Paula Jackson, donated ceramic wares 

from her then business „Little Acorns Pottery‟ 

which were used in the reserve. 

The money will help pay for the upkeep and 

building of reed beds in the centre of the reserve. 

The Reed Beds will enable the building of an    

island so that swans can nest and breed safely, 

away from callas  individuals that had previously 

smashed eggs and needlessly slaughtered one of 

the swans, “Charlie” and hung him from a tree. 

The craft was named „Thee Lily‟ after the founder 

of the reserve Lily Allender. 

MP Joan Whaley, Deputy Mayor Dever Tolly and 

other dignitaries attended the formal launch of the 

craft which took place on Tuesday 17th               

November. 

Chris would like to thank Knave of Clubs, Chell 

Heath, Knave, Kidsgrove and Dresden Park 

Rangers for all the hard work they put in. 

Charity Event 

Below is a letter from Phil Dawes who refereed a cup game and would like to commend the behaviour and attitude of 

the players, staff and fans at the game.  

 

“ The T B Williamson cup on Sunday between Portobello Royal Oak ?(Wolves) v Dyer (Leek) was an   

absolute pleasure to referee with both teams competing hard but listened and responded to every thing I 

asked of them with a great game and Dyer went back to the Royal Oak for a beer, all together.  Brilliant 

game, great attitude from all.  

Phil Dawes ” 

As we are now in the depth of winter and at the time 

of going to press, most football in the county has 

been postponed for four weeks, it is important that 

we ensure that the ground is safe to play on once we 

get back into the swing. It is important that you   

conduct a thorough pitch inspection before you sanc-

tion play. An early arrival at the ground to give    

sufficient time is essential. If anyone has any        

unusual reasons for not sanctioning play, please 

email me with your findings, the stranger the better. 

Weather 

Correspondence 


