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Young Dads football in East Staffordshire – a great success!!   
 

East Staffordshire Children Centre , in partnership with East Staffordshire Borough Council  and the 
Staffordshire FA , have completed a 5 week series of football sessions during the summer for young Dads in 
the East Staffordshire area. 
 
 
Due to the success of the initial sessions the project has been awarded funding to carry on funding will also 
be used to develop some of the young dads into both coaches and referees.  
 
 
The Dads also took part in an exhibition tournament where they traveled to Powerleague in Stoke to play 
against a group of young dads from Stoke – on Trent. The dads are looking to organise a re-match and for 
the game to become a more regular event.  
 
 
For further information on this event, or any other questions you may have regarding Dad’s Football, please 
contact Kevin James on 07837651668 or at kevin.james@staffordshire.gov.uk  
 

*COME ALONG TO EXPERIENCE PLAYING FOOTBALL FIRST HA ND & BECOMING MORE 
ACTIVE* 
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Cannock Chase Council currently run two sessions on 
a drop in informal basis on a Monday at Rugeley 
Leisure Centre 6-7 and Wednesday at Chase Leisure 
Centre 7-8pm. 
 
The sessions have been set up as a diversionary 
activity working with young people from 16 to 20  
 
The Rugeley Monday night session is a winter project 
that aims to ensure young people have a focus instead 
of hanging around the streets.  In the last 3 years 
Cannock Chase Council have been getting around 20-
30 young people each week to this session.  
 
The Wednesday sessions have been running for 
around 6 months. There has been a mixture of young 
adults turning up with numbers varying from 12 up to 
40. With these sessions being held indoors the weather 
plays an important role in the numbers that come along 
to the sessions. 
 
For further information on these sessions please 
contact Gregg Allsopp – Assistant Sports Development 
Officer / Community Sports Coach 
�� Direct line: 01543 427895 
� � E-mail: greggallsopp@cannockchasedc.gov.uk 
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‘One Game, One Community’ Weeks of Action 
 
The Staffordshire FA in partnership with Staffordshire University, Stoke City FC and Port Vale FC along with 
local Community Groups delivered a variety of activities during the ‘One Game, One Community’ Weeks of 
action.  
The Weeks of Action ran from the 15th – 27th October 2009.  
The events that took place are as follows: 
 
Saturday 17th October –  
Staffordshire University Representative team v A Multi-cultural Representative team. 11.30am at 
Staffordshire University, Leek Road, Stoke-On-Trent. 
 
This was followed by an awareness afternoon at the Stoke City v West Ham United Premiership game. 
 
Wednesday 21st October –  
Stoke-on-Trent Young Dads v Burton-on-Trent Young Dads. 
6.15pm at PowerLeague, Dennis Violet Way, Stoke-on-Trent. 
 
Saturday 24th October - A disability awareness day was held at Port Vale FC. Coaching sessions and a 
ground tour took place in the morning with an exhibition match between Port Vale Deaf FC and Able Too 
United at half time of the Port Vale v Cheltenham match.     
For further details on the ‘One Game, One Community’ weeks of action please contact Matt Hancock at 
Staffordshire FA on 01785 256994 or matt.hancock@staffordshirefa.com.  

�
Staffordshire FA Ability Counts League  

 
 
On Sunday September 27th 2009 the Staffordshire FA 
Ability Counts league recommenced at Longton Rugby 
Club, Stoke on Trent.  
 
The league offers competitive football opportunities for 
all players with a disability. Staffordshire FA are 
continually looking to develop disability football and 
increase playing opportunity for those with a disability.  
 
Jamie Leaning , Disability Coach, is available free of 
charge to help deliver sessions and offer support for 
new clubs / teams who may be looking into becoming 
involved in the league.  
 
If you would like more info regarding the Staffordshire 
Ability Counts League please contact the Staffordshire 
FA Disability Coach Jamie Leaning on 07800619884, 
01785 256994 or jamie.leaning@staffordshirefa.com 
�
�

 

Stafford Ward Football Sessions 
 
The project is a multi agency Community Football 
based initiative being delivered initially by 
Staffordshire FA and the Community Safety 
Partnership with support from Staffordshire Police,  
Staffordshire Youth Offending Service, Stafford 
Borough Council, Sport Across Staffordshire and 
Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire Council Voluntary You th 
Service (SCYVS).  
 
The aim of the project is to engage young people ag ed 
8-16 years inclusive in football related activities  in a 
fun safe environment during the summer holidays and  
beyond.  
 
This initiative is a project being delivered in num erous 
wards in Stafford and Stone. It is envisaged that t his 
project will engage young people and give them the 
skills, knowledge and confidence to contribute to t he 
organisation of an inter ward football tournament. 
Local FA Charter Standard Clubs will deliver the in itial 
sessions with the community volunteers taking over 
the sessions in the future.  
 
Funding has been allocated by the Community and 
Learning Partnership to allow the volunteers involv ed 
in each session to undertake their FA level 1 
qualification to ensure the sessions can become 
sustainable in the long term.  
 
Please contact Matt Hancock at Staffordshire FA for more 
information. 
  



Stoke on Trent Young Dads      Burton Young Dads 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Port Vale Deaf FC and Able Too United FC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staffordshire University Select XI and Multi Cultur al Select XI  
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Staffordshire FA delivering disability sessions in 
main streams schools  

�
Staffordshire FA have been granted Sport Unlimited 
money to deliver sessions to children with special 
needs and impairments in mainstream schooling 
across clusters. This will be delivered county wide. 
 
Our Disability Coach can be used free of charge to 
deliver a series of football sessions in schools across 
your district. The aims of the sessions are to promote 
the opportunities available to those in mainstream 
school with a disability. Staffordshire FA will deliver the 
sessions based around a key school site in each area. 
Players will be targeted in the 11-19 age group (boys 
and girls) and will have a 1hr session after school or at 
lunch time.  
 
All participants will be linked in to existing Ability 
Counts Clubs or where no club, Charter Standard 
Community Clubs will be targeted to form disability 
sections. These teams will compete in the Staffordshire 
Ability Counts League and also talented players will be 
filtered in to the centre of excellence. Clubs will be 
encouraged to apply for football foundation GTG grants 
to help sustain the formation of new teams and assist 
in providing training courses for coaches in the long 
term. 
 
East Staffs and Staffs Moorlands have fixed dates for 
delivery with other areas planned in the future. 

 
 Peak Pursuits to Sponsor Audley FC 
 
 
Outdoor Pursuits provider, Peak Pursuits is to become the 
shirt sponsor of Charter Standard Audley FC. The company, 
based in the North Staffordshire village of Audley, works 
closely with young people in the area by providing 
adventurous activity programmes and teambuilding. Peak 
Pursuits is proud to sponsor Audley FC as part of its 
commitment to the local community.  
 
The company’s wider links to the game of football include 
providing outdoor pursuits, challenges and teambuilding to 
Stoke City FC’s Football in the Community programme. 
 
 Peak Pursuits also delivers Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Expeditions nationally to young people involved in 
community projects at Football League clubs including 
Exeter, Plymouth, Hartlepool, Nottingham Forest, Reading, 
Tranmere, Southend Utd, Scunthorpe and Watford. 
 
 The project is a partnership between the DofE charity and 
The Football League and has been inspiring, enthusing and 
motivating young people to achieve a Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award through football across England and Wales. For more 
information about how Peak Pursuits can benefit your 
football teams please visit www.peakpursuits.co.uk . 
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STAFFORDSHIRE FA CONTACTS : 
 
County Development Manager : Andy Weston – andy.weston@staffordshirefa.com 
 
Football Development Officer (Equity & Inclusion) : Matt Hancock - matt.hancock@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Football Development Officer : Gareth Thomas - gareth.thomas@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Football Development Officer (Girl’s & Women’s) : Kevin Staples - kevin.staples@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Disability Coach : Jamie Leaning - jamie.leaning@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Girl’s and Women’s Coach : Linzi Hewitt - linzi.hewitt@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Coach Education : Jule Reynolds - jule.reynolds@staffordshirefa.com   
 
Referee Development Officer : Peter Heafield – peter.heafield@staffordshirefa.com  
 
Telephone : 01785 256994 or visit www.staffordshirefa.com   

 


